
 

Judge each of the creative projects based on the 1-5 point scale, using the value statements below. 

Mechanical Construction: Grammar, Spelling, Formatting 
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  Language Construction: Syntax, Tone, Diction, Mood, Image 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Genre Construction: Elements of Individual Genres 

The mechanical 

construction is 

inconsistent or 

flawed to the point 

of obstructing a 

smooth reading of 

the work.  Surface 

editing is 

unrepresentative of 

what a student in 

Advanced Creative 

Writing should be 

able to produce in 

six weeks of work.    

The grammar, spelling 

and formatting are 

flawless and showcase 

a rigorously proofread 

final draft.  Surface 

editing is 

representative of 

what a student in 

Advanced Creative 

Writing should be able 

to produce in six 

weeks of work 

Language choices 

are immature, 

unstable, weak, 

clichéd, trite, or 

heavy-handed.  

Author’s choices 

reflect an 

unawareness of the 

power, nuance and 

utility of language.  

.    

Language choices are 

mature, controlled, 

fresh, original, clear 

and subtle. Author’s 

choices reflect a 

strong, working 

awareness of the 

power, nuance and 

utility of language.  

 

For this category, you are looking at the 

manuscript as an editor would.  Is the 

piece grammatically and mechanically 

publishable? Are the conventions of 

Standard English, such as punctuation, 

capitalization, usage, and spelling, 

correct and print-ready? If they are not 

followed, is the departure justified?  

 

For this category, you are looking at the 
degree to which the author understands 
the power, nuance, and utility of language. 
How has the author’s choice of diction, 
tense, voice, rhythm, syntax or line created 
a distinctive tone and individual style?  
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Authorial Confidence: Individual Style, Finesse and Polish 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

1    2    3   4   5 

 

 

 

 

 

The author’s 

understanding of the 

genre seems 

underdeveloped, 

uninformed and 

clumsy.   The author’s 

choices seem 

haphazard, lacking 

both focus and 

purpose. The author’s 

choices are flat, empty 

or undeveloped in 

relation to the chosen 

genre.  

The author’s 

understanding of the 

genre seems refined, 

mature and 

controlled. The 

author’s choices are 

deliberate and exhibit 

focus and purpose. 

The author’s choices 

are well-developed, 

original and in relation 

to the chosen genre.  

 

The author’s 

creative project 

seemed unoriginal, 

hackneyed, and flat, 

without passion or 

emotion.  The piece 

seems to be merely 

developed to finish 

an assignment 

rather than a well-

crafted work of art.  

 

Every choice made by 

the author appears to 

be intentional, unique 

and purposefully in his 

or her execution of 

this piece of writing. 

This creative project is 

well-developed, 

original, creative, and 

sophisticated.  

 

 

For this category, you are looking at 
the choices the author made in 
relation to the elements of the 
individual genre proposed. Does the 
short story have all the elements of a 
short story? Does the play have a 
dramatic situation present? Does the 
poem have image and lyricism?  Does 
the memoir have voice and awareness 
of time?  

For this category, you are looking at the 
degree to which the author “sells” the 
whole package: Do you feel like you are in 
the hands of a writer who knows what 
he/she is doing? How do all the elements 
of this writing work together? Does this 
product seem like a work of art or just the 
fulfillment of an assignment?   


